SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Jamaica  Plain  Employment  and 
Temporary  Relief  Society, 

The  work  of  this  society  for  1875-6 
was  commenced  Oct.  4th,  and  ended 
June  1st. 

The  objects  of  the  society  have 
been  the  same  as  during  the  first  year 
of  its  existence,  viz :  Employment 
for  those  who  were  able  to  work,  and 
Temporary  Relief  for  those,  who 
from  any  cause  such  as  sickness,  old 
age,  etc.,  were  unable  to  work. 

Improvement  in  methods  has  been 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  under  the 
management  of  our  Agent,  Mrs. 
Bradley,  we  have  succeeded,  we  hope,* 
in  not  only  assisting  the  poor,  but  im- 
j  proving  their  manners  and  morals,  for  j 
Mrs.  Bradley  remarks,  in  her  last  re¬ 
port  to  the  Executive  Committee,  that 
she  is  happy  to  state,  “that  nearly  lal 
of  those  who  gave  her  trouble  with 
imperfect  work  and  rude  manners  the 
first  year  she  was  in  charge,  have 
1  made  a  marked  improvement  in  both 
respects  and  that  therefore  our  enter¬ 
prise  may  be  justly  considered  an  Ed¬ 
ucational  Bureau,  as  well  as  an  Em¬ 
ployment  Society.” 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held 
Oct.  26th,  1875,  over  whose  delibera¬ 
tions  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  W.  Thomp¬ 
son  presided,  and  at  which  the  An¬ 
nual  Reports  of  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  were  read. 

As  far  as  possible  it  has  been  the 
aim  of  the  society  to*  obtain  perma¬ 
nent  employment  for  the  unemployed, 
and  in  this  particular  we  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  very  well,  although  we  hope 
that  another  year  will  show  greater 
results  than  we  can  present  at  this 
time. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  Employment 1 
Bureau  for  men  will  become  a  more 
prominent  feature  of  the  society’s 
work,  and  that  we  shall  be  able  to  do 
as  much  for  men  deserving  aid  in  ob- ' 
taining  employment  as  for  women, 
for  as  has  been  well  said,  “the  em¬ 
ployment  given  to  married  women  in 
the  seasons  when  their  husbands  are 
out  of  work,  though  such  a  popular 
form  of  charity,  undoubtedly  often 
creates  and  fosters  a  bad  state  of 
things.  The  women  support  the  fam¬ 
ily,  while  the  men  lounge  away  their 
time, frequently  by  acquiring  incurable 
habits  of  idleness  and  vice.  If  em¬ 
ployment  must  be  artificially  pro- 1 
vided,  it  should,  by  all  means,  be 
supplied  to  the  men.”  Vide.  Fourth 
Annual  Report  of  the  State  Charities 
Aid  Association  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

The  Society  strives  among  other 
things  to  suppress  beggary  in  all  its 
forms  and  its  attendant  vice  pauper¬ 
ism,  and  it  appears  proper  that  its 
earliest  manifestations  should  be 
checked.  This  being  the  case,  the 
officers  of  this  society  would  earnestly 
request  the  people  of  Jamaica  Plain 
to  especially  discourage  begging  from 
door  to  door,  a  species  of  work  gener¬ 
ally  put  upon  children  by  parents 
who  are  either  too  lazy  or  shiftless  to 
do  even  this. 

If  our  friends'  have  any  such  cases, 
we  would  be  ooliged  to  them,  if  they 
would  send  them  to  Curtis  Hall, 
where  our  Agent  can  always  be  found 
between  10  o’clock,  a.  m.,  and  1 
o’clock,  p.  m.,  and  we  will  agree  that 
their  cases  will  be  speedily  investi¬ 
gated  by  persons  of  undoubted  expe¬ 
rience  in  such  matters. 

Among  other  subjects  discussed  by 
the  Executive  Committee  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Visitors,  the  wages  of  the  em¬ 
ployed  have  been  carefully  consid- 


ered  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  do 
justice  to  all  concerned. 

During  Oct.  1875,  sewing  was  given 
to  12  women,  and  this  number  was 
increased,  so  that  47  women  were 
employed  in  Jan.  ’7 6,  and  59  in  Feb. 
As  the  spring  advanced,  this  number 
was  decreased  to  45  employed  in 
March  and  16  in  April  and  May. 

Those  among  this  number,  who 
;  were  absolutely  dependent  upon  the 
society,  were  at  the  close  of  the  sea¬ 
son  provided  as  far  as  possible  with 
permanent  or  temporary  work. 

The  work  of  District  Visiting  has 
i  been  well  done  by  a  corps  of  able 
Visitors,  and  it  has  been  the  universal 
opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  society, 
that  they  have  been  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful. 

The  whole  number  of  visits  made 
by  them  during  the  year  has  been 
529,  representing  98  different  fami¬ 
lies. 

When  we  think  of  the  amount  of 
labor  and  thought  necessary  to  ac¬ 
complish  successfully  this  work,  we 
feel  like  doubly  thanking  them.  That 
they  were  discriminating  and  wise 
can  be  seen,  when  we  consider,  that 
they  only  spent  $233.26,  out  of  our 
fund  of  $2088.84. 

The  work  of  soliciting  funds  for 
the  use  of  the  society  was  done  by 
the  following  persons,  viz.  Mrs.  T. 
B.  Frothingham,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Pratt, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Greenough,  Mrs.  Dr. 
Stedman,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Guild, 
Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse,  Miss  Charlotte 
Bowditch,  Miss  Anna  Spaulding, 
Miss  Emma  Smalley,  Miss  Caroline 
Chickering,  Miss  Fannie  Harris, 
Miss  Gertrude  Weld,  Miss  Ellen 
Morville,  Miss  Caroline  Jaques,  Miss 
Kate  Wendall,  and  Mr.  George  W. 
Fowle. 


The  thanks  of  the  society  are  due 
to  those  persons  who  have  given  their 
time  and  labor  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  out  and  fitting  garments  for 
the  sewing  women  ;  also  to  Mr. 
Tucker,  Supt.  of  Buildings,  for  the 
use  of  rooms  at  Curtis  Hall ;  also  to 
Mr.  John  C.  Pratt  for  ten  tons  of  coke, 
also  to  Mrs.  G.  R.  Minot,  F.  M.  Weld 
and  B.  F.  Sturtevant,  for  donations 
of  valuable  cotton  cloth  and  flannel ; 
also  to  Miss  E.  C.  Morse,  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Minot,  Miss  Charlotte  Bowditch, 
Miss  Spaulding,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld, 
Mrs.  J.  Gardner  Weld,  Mrs.  T.  B. 
Frothingham,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Richard¬ 
son,  Mrs.  Lunt,  Mrs.  F.  V.  Balch, 
Miss  Nellie  Bacon  and  many  others, 
whose  names  we  were  not  able  to 
obtain,  for  donations  of  clothing  ;  also 
to  the  Quinobequin  Lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows,  for  the  offer  of  the  free  use 
Elson  Hall. 

The  society  has  quite  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  new  garments  on  hand,  which 
they  offer  for  sale,  and  the  Employ¬ 
ment  Committee  would  announce 
that  there  will  be  a  Monthly  sale  of 
garments  the  1st  Monday  of  every 
month  ;  also  that  garments  may  be 
ordered  or  purchased  of  the  Agent, 
at  Curtis  Hall,  every  day,  (Sundays 
excepted)  between  the  hours  of  10, 
o’clock,  a.  m.,  and  1,  p.  m. 

In  conclusion,  the  officers  of  the 
society  would  again  thank  the  people 
of  Jamaica  Plain  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  they  have  given  them,  and 
would  remind  them  that  in  order 
that  future  plans  may  be  successfully 
carried  out,  more  money  must  be  put 
into  their  hands. 

j  Edwin  P.  Gerry, 

Secretary. 


Officers. 

;  i 

President. — Charles  E.  Guild. 
Vice  Presidents.  —  Charles  pj 
Bowditch,  Benj.  P.  Winslow,  Rev* 
G.  C  Osgood,  Mrs.  D.  S.  Greenough, 
Mrs.  Wm.  Minot,  Mrs.  S.  G.  Fish. 
Secretary.— Edwin  P.  Gerry. 
Executive  Committee. — George 
Faulkner,  William  Bradley,  PI.  P- 
i  Langley,  Mrs.  J.  C. jpitt,  Mrs.  T.  B. 
Frothingham,  Miss^^T  Eleanor  Mot¬ 
ley. 

Treasurer — Katherine  E.  Storer. 
Assistant  Treasurer.  —  Miss 
Ellen  C.  Morse.  J 

Auditor.— Charles  P.  Bowditch. 
Purchaser  of  Supplies. — Mrs. 
D.  S.  Greenough. 

Agent.— Mrs.  William  Bradley. 


Treasurer  s  Report. 

Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expendi¬ 
tures  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Employment 
and  Temporary  Relief  Society  from  ist 
Oct.  1875  to  6th,  Oct.  1876. 

Receipts. 

Balance  fr.  last  year,  $97.78. 
Subscriptions  and 
Donations  1369.05. 

Sales  622.01. 

- $2088.84 

Expenditures. 


Work  through 


Emp.  Committee  $727.71 

Materials  for  work  702.7 1 

Agent’s  Salary  294.0c 

Provisions  101.63 

Boots  and  Shoes  54-43 

Coal  69.44 


Printing  and  stationery  79.38. 
Sundries  (washing,  cart¬ 
ing,  medicine  etc.,)  19.80. 


Mr-  Charles  P.  Bowditch,  as  Au¬ 
ditor  has  approved  the  Treasurer’s 

Report. 

e 

Extract  from  Treasurer’s  and 
Agent’s  Report. 

Garments  sold,  900. 

Sum  paid  for  garments  sold  $622.01, 
Garments  cut  and  made,  1445. 

Cost  of  material  for  work  $702.76. 

Sum  paid  the  sewing  women.  $727.75. 


Balance  on  hand 


2049.19. 

39-65- 


-$2088.84. 
Oct.  6.  1876.  Katherine  E.  Storer. 

Treasurer. 


